OUTBREAK  OF THE   CIVIL  WAR
approaches to the King. Indeed, throughout the
period of the war the more moderate men on both
sides persevered in efforts to effect a compromise
that would be acceptable to all parties. On June 2nd,
Parliament sent to the King s A humble petition and
advice 3 in nineteen propositions. It covered familiar
ground, and was rejected. As late as July nth,
Whitelock, in face of a message from the King that
he intended a further assault upon Hull if the city
did not capitulate, while he was now determined
against c a tame resignation of our religion, lives and
liberties into the hands of our adversaries, who seek
to devour us/ drew a vivid and touching picture in
the Commons of the horrors of civil war, and still
implored that further efforts should be made to spare
the country from disaster. c We have tried by
proposals of peace to his Majesty and they have been
rejected : Let us try yet again, [let us spare no]
endeavours to prevent the miseries which look back
upon us, and to settle a good accommodation ; so
that there may be no strife between us, and those of
the other party, for we are brethren.' The House
listened respectfully to Whitelock3 s plea. Most of
the members, indeed, were deeply conscious of its
gravity. But they voted that an army should be
raised for the defence of Parliament—for the defence
of King and Parliament was the fiction still—and
that the Earl of Essex should be appointed Gom-
mander-in-Chief with the Earl of Bedford as General
of the Horse. The King having issued Commissions
of Array from York to all parts of the country, calling
upon his loving subjects to rally to the defence of his
throne, their liberties, and the peace of the land,
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